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Book Review

Divorced Women in Bangladesh: Psycho-social and Economic
Conditions. By Dr. Neaz Ahmed. Dhaka: A.H. Development Publishing
House, 2007. ISBN: 984-70019-0009-7.

Saleh Mahmud
Khulna University

Marriage is considered to be an auspicious event and social bond in ones
life. Conflicts in marriage are common and to some extent inevitable.
There are some factors which influence marriage stability while the others
could make the marital break down. The reasons of divorce and marital
break down are multidimensional and diversified including extramarital
relations, role conflict, male chauvinism and domination, lack of fertility,
suspiciousness, physical torture, etc. To avoid marital conflict divorce may
be a primary solution because after being separation couples become free
from each other, and at the same time it creates problems in one’s day to
day life. The problems of divorce are universal and its aftermath depends
on religion, cultural composition, life-style, and socio-economic and
psychological sides. In most of the cases after being divorce, the women
face a lot socio-psychological complexities and even they do not get
enough sympathy from their non-kin and kin family members. They
become socially and psychologically insecured, and due to lack of
monetary support their dependency increases on the other family members.

The book entitled “Divorced Women in Bangladesh: Psychosocial and
Economic Conditions”, written by Dr. Neaz Ahmed has made a significant
contribution in the area of marriage, divorce and sufferings of divorced
women. The book is originally a Ph.D. dissertation pursued on the
psychosocial and economic condition of divorced in Bangladesh under
The Bangalore University in India. The broad objective of the book is to
assess the psycho-social and economic conditions of the divorced women,
followed by to analyze the process and procedure of marriage and divorce,
to examine the factors leading to divorce, to explore the social adjustment
i.e. social attitude, social status and support, economic conditions and
future plan of divorced women and so on.

The study was conducted in 2005 among 200 divorced women in and
around the Dhaka City. In case of divorced women selection, non-
probability and purposive sampling was followed and they were sort out
from the Arbitration Council, Judicial Family Court, Prevention
Oppression of Women Cell and Bangladesh Society for Enforcement of
Human Rights (BSEHR). To collect the data pre-testing, questionnaire,
interview schedule, case study tools and techniques were followed. To
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analyze and interpret the collected data, percentages, mean, median and
standard deviation have been applied to make an overall depiction of the
study. Chi-square test, “t" test and Karl Pearson Cocefficient Correlation
have also been computed and applied for hypothesis testing,

The introductory part of the book tries to conceptualize marmiage,
divorce, various forms of marital dissolution i.e. separation, desertion,
annulment. Marriage is @ social bond and it can be dissolved if one is
gdlryinhhahaml'hebookaqﬂaimmeOMeFamMof
Divorce, Consent Theory of Divorce and Breakdown Theary of Divorce
that depicts the causes of divorce and procedure to dissolve the marital
bond. It highlights the divorce system among Hindus, Christians, Persian
and Muslims. It tries to show the divorce among the Muslims in the
context of divorce by wife, divorce by mutual consent, dissolution by

The author has gone through the literature on divorce practice in the
context of Bangladesh, India, and other developed and developing
countries considering the socioeconomic factors of divorce, cause and
consequence of divorce, social adjustment and kinship interaction of
divorce women, post divorce life, ete. The book evaluates the existing
laws, ordinance, rules and regulations applicable to divorce study in the
context of state, various religions, and social practice of norms and values.

In the light of the of the broad and specific objectives of the study, the
book explores the socio-demographic background of the divorced women
and their spouses in line with age distribution and age differences, place of
birth, educational status, occupational varieties, income status, etc. To
reveal the marriage and marital life of the divorced women, the book
highlights the frequency of getting married, distribution of co-waves,
information related marriage consent, and demand of dowry before and
after marriage. It also illustrates the diswibution system of dowry
disbursement and its aftermath following the problems fiaced by the
divorced women. An attempt of investigation has been made in the book to
show the satisfaction level of marital life, spouses’ income and occupation,
and adjustment problems like non-acceptance, non cooperation,
interference, irritation, co-wife interference, suspiciousness, ctc. with the
spouses” family.

lnfoashgﬂwpmcusmdplmdmofmmddlme,thebook
concentrates on the status of delegation power of divorce and its nature of
condition given by the husbands 1o their wives. It also illustrates the
subject of divorcing taken from which sides, and reconciliation efforts
ulmnbyd:eArhimﬁmComlaFm\ilyCoun.Oncoflhennju
focuses of the book is 1o depict the factors leading to divoree from the
economic, personal and physical context to the divorced women.

The book elicits the social reactions towards the divorced women from
both non-kin and kin family groups, and it also focuses on the process of
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social adjustment and social relationship afier being divorced with pareats,
children, relatives, It tries 1o assess the level of social status of divorced
women by regular conversation with family members, frequency of
misbehavior and embarrasses with divorce related topic. The book
indicates that divorced women always feel that they are a burden on others
and because of divorce identity they are badly treated, rarely adjusted. In
addition, it ascertains the divorced women' social life sbout enjoying
living apart from spouse and opposite sex.

Likewise, the book concentrates on the psychological and economic
conditions of the divorced women. In fact, it focuses on the somatic
symptoms, anxiety and insomnia, social dysfunctions, severe depression
by the general health score system of the divorced women. Besides
psychological conditions, the book indicates the economic vulnerability of
divorced women by covering their sources of income, personal property
systern, and economic support from the previous spouses. Finally, an
attempt has been made in the book about the future plan of the divorced
women and their suggestion for solving the problems of divorce.

This book is the culmination of an extraordinary fruitful effort of
research work with the diverse dimension of marital life, divorce and its
aftermath. Overall, the book may fulfill the need of the time, but it scems
to be burdened with subject matter, Too many subjects have been
incorporated at a time that makes overlapping of subject matter. The
introductory part of the book has given a lot of discussions which could be
under specific chapter. Some vanables have been discussed in more than
one chapter which may be concise. The sampie has been selected from the
Dhaka City; therefore, the overall study may not depict the general picture
of divorced women. Morcover, the data has been gathered from the
divorced women; the study would have been more comprehensive had the
spousabemimaviemd.ﬁeﬂmlediﬁnswnmdonemlysm
spouingminkemdlwkofxpmeinbetmﬂwwdshubmfotmdin
the book.

While acknowledgmng those limitations exists with the cument
instruments, it may be considered as a significant book on marriage,
martial conflict and divorce, Contributions of this volume also may make
up the researchers for further study. Besides, the policy makers, planners,
social thinkers, development workers, NGO's workers as well as
govemment may be benefited from the book.
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Articles for publication in the joumnal should be printed, double-spaced on ooe side of A4
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